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This evening, | want to continue our look at theibaloctrines of the Christian faith. Last Sundaghhwe
began looking at the area of our salvation, andngsthe question, "Is our salvation as a resulGoid’s
choosing, or as a result of our belief?" And asbegan to discover, the answer is: Yes! :-) Itothb God’s
choosing and our belief. Before we jump into to aew material then, this evening | want us to re;@erhaps
some of the thoughts that we looked at, last tirremgre together. The sermon last Sunday evenimgjsted
primarily of, or | should say, exclusively of sdupe. And there are many scriptures in which, God’s
sovereignty and man’s responsibility appear sinmgitausly. And we looked at some of those as a
representative, of this idea, last time we werestiogr. So as we begin then, tonight to look atrés¢ of the
story -as Paul Harvey would say, and point onese® these dangers to avoid. And this is what | echtd
flesh-out, last time we were together. | think tttipic has engendered a lot of emotion, it has miged much
more heat than light, and I think one of the reassrbecause this touches to the core of us. WOlaréthink,
with God being in control of things external to w&'re all-right with the fact that he controls theather, there
are times when we wish that he would change thehgegerhaps, but we're Ok with the idea that herots
it. We are perhaps, less Ok with the idea thatshia control of natural disasters. This is onehaf things that
society looks upon to prove that God is not gobdydfore he does not exist. Yet we would understardi
recognise that he is in control of this world, etleough it is under the curse of sin. And so thbsegs are also
under his control. However, | think were we beginget a little nervous, is when God sort of steyie I'our
house" so to speak, comes into "our back yard", taedidea that he's in control of us. And that sdrtis
something that we're not really comfortable witimdAas believers in Jesus Christ, it's always ingthme, why
- Why we're not Ok with that because, our salvati@pends on it. If God is not in control of allrps,
including us, then he's not God. And if he's nodGilnen we do not believe in him, as least not &g
portrayed to us in scripture. In fact, | would het say, if God is not actively involved in choagins, and in
choosing me, | would not be saved this eveningaBse | know, both from his word and from experienicat
| did not choose him. | believed, when | heard @wspel of Jesus Christ, but the choice was hisaWdorn
with the nature of sin and this sin nature we savemvwe looked at man. Therefore it is not in ouureto
choose God, we rebel against him, and it is owreab desire to replace him with ourselves. Andl ston't
know why this is so problematic to us, but it indaever since Pelagius and Augustine, in the gaaly of
church history on up through the present. As Soloswid, "that of the writing of books, there isemd", and
on this topic that is certainly the case. If avdidesing the terminology, that is typically asscethtvith this
topic, that would be Calvinism and Arminianism dan't think that that, at the end of the day isphd)
primarily because both of those terms are extreoalged with baggage. That having been said, It danit to
you to feel like | don't know my way around thobengs — all right, | have done an immense amourstady
and research in this topic throughout my own peakspiritual journey. Yet | want to focus on thélmal text,
and not on a system of theology that is designedrbyninspired man - and by uninspired, | meanonet of
the authors of scripture. So what are these dangergid? There are three that we looked at it tve were
together and | just want to remind ourselves o$éhthis evening.

The first danger we need to avoid is, "having Glbdigured-out". There is a certain arrogance tbatnes
with those that believe that they have God "pindedn", they can kind of "figure him-out”, they kiraf
"know how he works, how he operates, how he thinkgd both those on the side of a defence, or acsgal
defence of God's sovereignty (not that that needsetdefended), and those that are in defence onfsmull,

1



and man’s responsibility, and the genuinenessofdgponse as well as his culpability, would belithat they
have God figured-out. That their system of belied &heir system of thought, allows them to be Othwihe
biblical material. Despite the fact that regardleSg/hich side you land on, if you take that, te #xclusion of
the other, you find yourself in contradiction tmdain denial of clear biblical passages. But beeaus need
things to be understandable to us, we don't liketemes, we like things to make sense - and soratates to
this particular topic, we kind of feel that we hatesort of understand it in our minds. And so nhave
constructed these systems, and people have folldkesd for a very long time, and | don't think thiaat is
helpful primarily because, if God is able to beufigd out, he ceases to be God. He is not us. He mtmehink
the way that we think. He does not respond andhacivay that we act. He is not us —we are madésimtage,
but he is not us and we are not him. And so whenesme comes to you and says, "well I've got ifigllired
out", especially as it relates to God —automatyctiht should rise a red flag. And believe me, y parsonal
spiritual journey, as well as my academic jourridyave encountered many, especially | would sag,lafon't
want to caricature anyone, or stereo-type anyouethmse on the side of the sovereignty of Godrofimes,
carry with themselves a lot of this arrogance. #ynbe conscious or sub-conscious, | don't wannthci
anybody in particular, but because they think thaly have it all figured out, there is a certaimdgger” —I
guess you could say —about them, because thetiggobias answers. And | don't believe that thahéscase,
on either side of this debate, to the exclusiothefother. So we need to be careful, that we deeltthat we
ever get to the point where we fully understand Goah we commune with him? Can we have a relatipnsh
with him? Yes! But are we ever going to fully unstand him? | don't think so, he is God, he is reoand we
are not him.

The second danger that we find ourselves gettitg igthis idea that logic is going to answer dlloar
issues - that as long as things are logical, they &re Ok. Logic though, is something that is dom@ur level.
Now clearly, God is not illogical —all right, logis, after all his idea :-) as is everything treatreated. He is
extremely logical; his son when he was here wag#&b@nd used logical argumentation with those thate
against his ministry. The ministers of the gosgelesus Christ used logic and we ought to as W@éltistianity
is not illogical. However, logic only goes so féogic can only take us so far. And | believe thHatre are
paradoxes, there are things that are appear torieadictory, yet are true, and last time that vezesmogether
we saw at least two. The first would be the trin@ristians could be said to be poor mathematcibacause
we believe that three equals one, or | should sdteb- when we were in the material, one plus @ios one
equals one. We believe in the trinity and we're dth that. And there have been many heresies antyma
people on either side of this debate. Either Gatthrise —but he's not three, he's one— or God is Amg you
have Aryanism and these other heresies that sayhb@adoly Spirit and Jesus Christ are not God. Yiave
Modalism, were God appears in different forms &edent times, yet that's also destroyed by scrgptn many
places, but in particular at the baptism of JedussC—all three members of the Trinity in the sgplece at the
same time. And so we're Ok with that. It's not ¢éadji it doesn't really make sense, there are ottegaphors,
there are other illustrations and analogies thatrwéo construct. An egg has a shell and a yoleé awhite,
and so that's kind of a trinity. Or | am a husbamtl a pastor and a father, but that's me with three
responsibilities. The egg thing, and there's alstewy it has gaseous, and liquid and solid. Buto&lthe
analogies that we construct really don't actuaiptus, at the end of the day, to understand theytr The
trinity is a paradox. How can one plus one plus egeal one? | don't know, but that's what scriptesehes
and that's what | believe - and think, everybodsehe this room tonight is Ok with that. The secqatadox
that we know exists, and these are just represeatdhere are others, is the person of Jesus {Chitsv can
there be a single person with two natures? Anchbintalking about a sin and a non-sin (naturejright. I'm
talking about someone who is both divine and huatathe same time. How does that work? Again, | bal
very happy to tell you | don't know, | don't knowvi that works, but | know that's what scripturediees. |
know that Jesus Christ is fully God. If he's not) hot saved and neither are you, because he[senieict, and
he needs to be perfect, to be a perfect sacrifieg.he's also fully human, he's one of us - i mst, he can't be
our representative and we're not saved either. again, throughout church history, and even todagret are
heresies and there is debate on both sides oistigs about the nature - natures, | should satheoperson of
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Jesus Christ. It's a paradox. It doesn't seem t@msanse that these two things could both be yetehey are.
And so | would submit to you that in this debatemthe will of God and the will of man, and thegsea why
were dealing with it here, is because here is whitrgrimarily discussed, as this matter of sabrgtas we
start our look at salvation. | believe that botl tiue. We are responsible, we are responsiblelievie. We are
held responsible for not believing. As we lookedaat time, Judas was pre-determined to betraysJébust.
That was something that God designed. Yet, Juddaseld fully responsible for his choice! Notice the
terminology - to betray Jesus Christ. And you cak, ¢his evening, "How is that fair?" and "How ddbat
work?" and | will tell you, "I don't know". But thBible teaches that that is the case. Judas matieiee and
he was judged - and | would submit to you, is autfgebeing judged for that choice. Yet it was God/dl that
he do so. How does that work? | don't know, but'shahat scripture teaches. That's what God teadtes
paradox.

Thirdly then, the last thing that we need to beetidrthat we don't do, is to rely on either Godisereignty,
or man’s responsibility, to the exclusion of thaest Here is what typically happens in literaturattis written
about this topic. The side that is defending theesgignty of God loads up the scripture refererthats display
God’s sovereignty, and lay them out as defencéeaf position. And this is legitimate, but then thtber side
brings together their verses, and | will be frahiey are far less to defend the will of man, areréssponsibility
of man, and they extract those from scripture axebete those; and neither side interacts with thers
verses, they just continually shoot their powersesrat each other and in the end you have a big. Aed |
think we have gotten into trouble, when we havermted one to the exclusion of the other. As | nuered,
last time we were together, if you take the ide&otl’'s sovereignty too far, God becomes the aubhain -
and we know that cannot be the case from all dpsoe, but in particular James says that God casm
neither can he tempt any man to do so. And so tlsegiesense in which the reality is, man makesogwireal
legitimate choices and God is not in the backgrommading those things happen in the sense thatnse ci
causes somebody to sin - we know that cannot leéserGod is not God. And so we have to be carefw far
we take the sovereignty of God. Yet on the sidéheffree will of man - and would argue about hoeefthat
actually is...because of our nature, but if you $eywill of man - if you go too far down that roablen God
becomes not God, he's not actually in control bthahgs - man is...man makes choices and God reacts
those. And that's not how it is in scripture. Cl&iknock , who is a Professor at the McMaster DiyiSchool,
down in Hamilton - not too far away from here, e tprogenitor of the idea of "Open Theism" that God
growing, changing, expanding, learning. And hisuangntation is this, "since the free will choicesntdn are
not even known to the man themselves - in othedgorou don't even know what you're going to chdosio
in the nest five seconds, let alone tomorrow, tGed does not know those either.” And so, he's dhagnge's
responding, he's learning, he's growing... And'shadt God. And so there is a road of biblicallr&nd if you
go too far off on either side, you're in a ditctetlme very quickly illustrate this as well, withetlidea of
evangelism. If you take the idea of God’s soverigono far, and become fatalistic in a philosoph&ense,
then really what is the point of evangelizing? Bessathe question could be asked —logically speakirayl
that God has chosen, are going to be saved, thgrdawe need to bother to witness? Because Goilig ¢
see that it's going to happen anyway. So why wgaldevangelize? In fact, if you want to take it everther
logically, why would bother praying? Because realllythings are going to happen the way that Gaod geey
were going to happen before time began, and so'wte point of even going to God in prayer? Ddes t
effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous man realtgil much? —or is that just to make us feel bettéowever,
if you go to the opposite extreme, evangelism bexoall about us, it's all about human effort. Weethe ones
that must bring people into salvation, and into kivegdom of God —and you see this fleshed-out imyna
ministries. And | would submit to you, that on eittside of this spectrum —as it relates to evasgeland so
many other areas of life, if you are unbalancedeither extreme, then you are going to get yourset
trouble. And these are dangers that we need talavoi

As we then begin to look at the biblical materialthe time that we have remaining, if I can sumwipat |
believe that the Bible says about this topic, Birgyle phrase, this would be it: God has ordainst the ends,
and the means. God has ordained both the endgsharehd —All things end in him (Romans chapter ahy
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the means. And so if you were to ask me, in evasigel'ls it that God has chosen people to be savetat
we evangelise?" - YES. "Is it that God is doing Wil or that we pray? - YES. It is both. And yoarcask me,
as many questions as you want, and for how longwant, "How does that work" and | am going to yelu, "I
don't know, but that is what scripture says". Gad ardained both the ends and the means. In facu, iare to
read Genesis chapter 50 and verse 20, you'll fivelrainteresting verse. Joseph tell his brothatrshe tail-end
of his life —because as you can well expect, theysdill feeling just a little guilty about how athat "went
down" :- ) with Joseph. And what does he tell histhers? "You designed this action —and these sefie
actions..., for evil, God designed it for good".d3athat mean that God caused Joseph’s brothers2d\N®.
Does that mean that God said, "Oh, No, Josephthdmojust threw him in a well and sold him intaw&ry!
Now what am | going to do?” —Okay... NO! God wahind the end result, which was that Joseph waséd r
to a place of prominence in the nation of Egypt &edthere to save many people alive, includingouws
family —and we know that God had ordained the ebdsause he told Joseph about it, in a dream bafyref
this even happened. "One day", God said to Josgply whole family will bow down to you...” —you na
imagine how that when over...when he woke up the n®rning and told his family, but we know thatdso
had ordained the end, that was going to happerg'sheo question that what God has designed twa® going
to happen. But God also, ordained the means. Jeskpthers were not engaged in plotting his deatia, his
eventual sale into slavery, and wondering, why tiweye doing so... —as if it was against what theyted to
do. They were acting according to their will. Thegre making choices that were in accordance withtwhey
wanted to do. And yet, over it all, in it all, thugh it all, behind it all you see God. And thatkatvscripture
tells us. That's the biblical data that we havetklaoe true. So these are the dangers we needith. av

Let's look into Gods word and discern the biblicedterial. In the first place, we see that God ckepand
enables men to be saved. We're going to look ataber of verses, | don't have a lot of time leit; turn with
me if you would, fairly rapidly, John chapter 6 avetse 39 and then 4Zand this is the Fathers will, which
hath sent me, that all of which he hath given meshould loose nothing. But should raise it up agaat the
last day." There are two things there, at least, that weseanfrom that verse. First of all, God gave digsb
Jesus Christ —It was God's work that did that. 8dlyp God is going to see that work through ti# #nd. | can
say with great confidence this evening, I'm gladiS&will is greater than mine —because if it wasrot, only
would | not be saved, but | would not be glorifiethe day. Yet, | can have great confidence in #loe that one
day God is going to change me —and I'm very gladHat. |1 don't see it as an imposition on my fiead| see
it as a glorious truth of scripture, that God hadaa for me. And that plan he's going to see tghoto the end,
and if he were not doing that, the plan wouldn'sben through to the end —because left to my deviagould
fail. Notice verse 44,rfo man can come to me, except the Father which hadnt me, draw him. And | will
raise him up at the last day"It is God’s work —God the Father chooses hisofedrs —his children, and he
draws them to Jesus Christ. Turn with me, if yowlddo Romans chapter 9 and verse 16 —and I'venptesl
to put these in chronological order, at leasthasttooks appear in scripture, and hopefully th#itheip us get
there quicker. Romans chapter 9 and verse 16. W ldave time to exegete this passage or thisssioen 9
through to 11, but in verse 16 it sayso then, it is not of him that willeth, nor of hinthat runneth, but of
God that showeth mercy"No one is going to stand in heaven and say ttegt had anything to do with their
presence there. It has nothing to do with our @dsli It has nothing to do with our looks. It hasthing to do
with our striving or with our efforts. And agairni$ ought to be an extremely glorious truth tolusean look...
remember Naaman, he comes to Elisha, and Elistsa '¥ag bathe in the Jordan river" and he says, "M&n
is disgusting.." and he goes away and his servamies to him and says, "it's going down to the rivamn!
Like, what if he had asked you to do something haige great, that you couldn't accomplish? Why ane y
upset by the fact that it's a little thing that yoeed to do? Why does that cause you great coasitard But
this is how he thinks, he's a commander in thea®yarmy —this is what he does, and this seems tiehia in
so many ways. And | don't know why it's not a cornfo us to realize, that is not of us, it's of hi@od is the
one that chooses. What did he say in Deuteronoihpout his nation Israe? He said, -to paraphtasé has
nothing to do with you. It's not because you webetter nation than anybody else, it has nothindptavith the
fact that you have more attractive people in yaatram, or you have those that are more skillecheirtcraft. |
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chose you. Why? Because | chose you! And that's vihyl that ought to produce in us a feeling of —ino&
glandular sense,- but this great appreciation. Hane ever wondered why you were given the gospei@ A
why you responded positively to the gospel of J&lusst, and others do not? It is nothing to dohwis. We
are no better than anybody else; it all has to o God.

Ephesians chapter 1 and verse 4. And for thosewthat are getting nervous, we are going to shawtke
other side... You're saying, "l though this wasasapox" — it is, | believe. Ephesians chapter 1 asde 4,
"according as he hath chosen us in him, before tlwifidation of the world. That we should be holy and
without blame before him in love"Here we have both the fact that God has chosesetthat are going to
believe, and also that he did it before he creadad. you don't find anything in this verse aboutdGmowing
ahead of time who would trust in him, and then dnog him based on that pre-knowledge. That is not
scriptural —that has been added by a system. We lumre time to get into all of that, but in thisrse you see
nothing in here where God looked down through theaés of time and said, "Ok, you're going to bedieu
me, so I'll choose you before | create”. All-rigthtis is not scriptural. He chose, and he did dorieehe created.

Lastly then, 2 Thessalonians chapter 2 and versevéf}/ similar idea. Now this verse we looked & ldist
time we were together, and in this verse we havle boman responsibility and Gods sovereighBut we are
bound to give thanks always to God for you, brethrbeloved of the Lord, because God hath from the
beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctditon of the Spirit and belief of the truth! And so again,
these are just representatives, there are numemnsgs in scripture that show us this truth —that &
sovereign, God is in control and it is God's chogsiGod is the one who is in control of all thirgsven our
wills. Now, does that mean then that we are fas#i®oes that mean that we are robots? Does traat that
there is nothing whatsoever to the fact that weshawill? Does that mean that God’s image is jusham?
NO! Because on the flip-side, we see that ALL menaalled to repent, and to believe on Christ &dvation.
John 3:16'For God so loved.. the elect?” No? Who did he love? the world, that he gave his only begotten
son, that whosoever believeth on him should notiplerbut have everlasting life"And then in verse 36 of the
same chapter hé that believeth on the son hath everlasting litmyd he that believeth not the son shall not
see life, but the wrath of God abideth on himThere is nothing in this verse that says anytlahgut God
doing his work, this is man’s responsibility —ifytelieve on the son, you have everlasting lifeyoli don't
believe on the son, not only do you not have eséng life, but God’s wrath is abiding on you.

Turn with me, if you would, to 1st Timothy chapand verse 4. 1st Timothy chapter 2 and versad, B
saying to Timothy that we need to pray for everyamal then in verse 4 very cleartyho will have all men
to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge oftth#h" . Who will have all kinds of men? Who will havé al
types of men? No.'who will have all men to be saved, and to come aithe knowledge of the truthThis is
Paul telling Timothy, God's desire for humanity.

Lastly then, 2nd Peter chapter 3 and verse 9. dnctimtext there, there are those that are dishedjeahe
truth of Christ’s return, because of the fact tathasn't returned yet, and Peter lets us know@¥ist has not
returned yet."The Lord id not slack concerning his promise, asorme men count slackness, but is
longsuffering to us ward, not willing that any shad perish, but that all should come to repentancdt does
not say "that any of the elect should perish, bat &ll the elect should come to repentance" stimait what the
verse says. Is says that it is God’s will that ne perish and that all come to repentance. NovwoWkinat your
brains are hurting... because you're asking thstoume "How can this possibly be? How can it battGod’s
does his work, and yet that we're responsible lie\®?" How can it further be, that God desiresrgore to be
saved, and yet we know clearly from scripture trathooses? And | am going to tell you here theneng, "I
don't know"

But | believe in both. | have read numerous literat that try to take these verses and change schigture
says... and that is very dangerous! This is whaptsce says. | have seen on the other side, tthageattempt to
deny the idea that God elects and God chooses! Aagnot see how you can do that, without doing atgerto
scripture. And so, what | believe we have here pai@adox. It seems that both of these things capadtue at
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the same time and yet, scripture says that theyVdecshave a responsibility —our responsibility asbielieve,
and yet God also does his work. And | don't un@agthow that works. But | know that's what scriptaays.
And again as | said, if we go too far one way, wakenGod out to be something that he's not. Anckifge too
far the other way, we make man out to be somettiaghe is not. God does what he does, we do whatay
and that's what scripture tells us. And | cannofagther than what God says. My role here at thigrch, is to
say, 'thus sayeth the Lord, and | take that responsibility extremely serigu®©ne of the things that drives
me, is that | do not want to stand before my makex day and have him say to me, "Why did you tedl t
people that | said that? | didn't say that". And sannot adhere to a system, | cannot adhere tosmasdom,

I must allow scripture to speak for itself —andstid what scripture says. Do | have it all figumd? No! But |
don't have the Trinity or Jesus Christ figured eititer. | know both of these things to be true.

So thirdly then, what is the truth —discovering theh? In the first place we see that God is inted of all
things. Job 42 verses 1 to 6, a very familiar pgessd the end of the book of Job. Job never resemeanswer
to his question, "Why?" but he does receive grmedihtand the truth is that God is in control aneblGs able to
do whatever he desires to do. In Daniel chaptendt\erses 34 and 35, Nebuchadnezzar comes ousof hi
boanthropy —all right, his madness where he thobhghvas an animal, and after he experienced teatpmes
out and he says, "Now | know that the God of heasetme one that is in control of all things". Aswsee
history, Nebuchadnezzar was the leader of onesoftbatest nations of history, and he as a leaatkthe most
power of any world leader. That's why he's the h&fagold in Daniel because even the next natioh tiddees
over the Babylonians, when Darius wants to reldaaeiel from the Lions den; he's unable to do soyWh
Because of the law. Nebuchadnezzar "is the lawBabylon —there is nothing that restricts his poveatd
because of that, what does he do? He steps otedmanging gardens of Babylon —and all these thingysd he
looks out and says, "look at this great Babylont thdnhave made”, and God said, "no you didn't" and
Nebuchadnezzar learns an extremely valuable legdbhwant to do with this particular point thegiou can
read those passages at your leisure. Turn withifrgey would quickly, to the 115th Psalm and thd 8erse.
Psalm 115 verse 3But our God is in the heavens: he hath done whats@r he pleasedThis is the God of
scripture folks, this is the God that we serve #isdnhot, then he's not God. He does whatever hdsyeHe's
God.

Now, that can be a scary thought perhaps, if wa'tdidalize the second point: That God is love.

Notice if you would, 1st John chapter 4 and vers@&@that loveth not, knoweth not God, for God isve".
There are few things in scripture that say thatd@othis...” and one of those is love. This metévas God does
not chose to do things that are loving, God do@aseslbing —therefore it is loving because he's thewho did
it. God has no standard outside of himself, to Whiee must conform. God is the standard. So wheptse
says that God is love, it is not saying that Goldvwéng. It is saying that if you want a definitiaf love, if you
want to understand love, if you want the standdilde, it is God. And so when we understand thiggpe and
pray, that we can have our minds at ease knowigtttie God we serve is a God who is sovereignistaiso a
god who is love.

Lastly then, | believe understanding both sideshaf equation will allow us to see that obeying Gl
bring success. Turn with me, if you would, to theok of Romans chapter 8 verses 28 and 29. Letts rea
through verse 30. Now 8:28 is a very familiar vexses, but often time, | think that we don't urelend it, the
good this is talking about here is not out defamtiof good. Paul is not saying to the Roman chufrahd we
know that all things work out as we think they ougg' as one's that love God —someone has said.saktl,
"and we know that all thing work together for good them that love God“-What is that good? That "good"
is conformity to Jesus Christ. That's what he sayshe very next verséjto them who are the called,
according to his purpose. For whom he did foreknolae also did predestinate to be conformed to thaga
of his son, that he might be the firstborn amongetiny brethren. Moreover, whom he did predestindteem
he also called: and whom he called he also justifieand whom he justified, them he also glorified’past
tense). What gives me confidence in the ministat thod has called me to? What give me confidencinas
it's not about my eloquence, it's not about the wrhof time | take to study Gods Word, it's not atbomy
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powers of public speaking, it's not about how béauny word fall on ears, my confidence in the isiny that
God has given me, and that same ministry is giwealtof you is, that if you faithfully proclaim ¢hgospel of
Jesus Christ to everyone around you, some wilklelil think one of the things that holds us bait&motimes
from witnessing is that we believe that it's upug and we are afraid. We're afraid we won't hdiv¢ha
answers. We're afraid we're going to mess up. Vaé'agd that we won't say it right. We're afraidtisomehow
we'll misrepresent things, and so we stop and wet @ven get started with sharing the gospel alisi€hrist.
We need to share the gospel of Jesus Christ. Npt@cause God had commanded it, because he Iz dae
he has also ordained the means. That's how ittgggoi happen'How shall they call on him, in whom they
have not heard? And how shall they hear, withoupeeacher?God has one method of spreading the gospel of
Jesus Christ, and that's you and I. There's nm"Bfawith God. And for us to sit back and say, "w&od’s
elected everything and so everybody that's goingetosaved, is going to get saved and so we dert to
witness", is rankly unbiblical and completely agdimwhat we know from scripture, because God has,—ye
ordained the ends, he is God. He sits on his themmedoes all things according to his will, buthes also
ordained the means. He has also ordained "How"ishgaing to happen. And "how that is going to reppis
you and |. We're not puppets, we are not robotsavéemade in the image of God, we make real chofes
we have real responsibility. How do those two thingsh? | don't know, but God does, and his Wordesha
both.

Now before we wrap up with four questions, | wamtake you to a passage that has always intrigiezd m
Jeremiah 18. And | wish that all the fellows, aadiés, who spend a lot of time elevating their ipaldr
ideology and philosophy, to the exclusion of theeot-| just wish they would go and read this passag

"The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, sayg, Arise, and go down to the potter's house, and
there | will cause thee to hear my words. Then Int@lown to the potter's house, and, behold, he wghua
work on the wheels. And the vessel that he madelay was marred in the hand of the potter: so he deait
again another vessel, as seemed good to the ptottenake it. Then the word of the LORD came to me,
saying, O house of Israel, can | not do with you #ss potter? saith the LORD. Behold, as the clayimn the
potter's hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house sxfdel.”

Clearly, a demonstration of the sovereignty of GBdends, we are created beings, and part of God’s
creation includes our will. Therefore, it's alsadan his control. We are clay —and this is not thly passage
where God uses this analogy. We are created bamtj$50d is the Creator. And so this potter is atpbttery
wheel and it's spinning around and he's formind\itd then something happens and he doesn't rekdlyit|
and so he just takes it down to a lump of clay stadts again. And God says to the prophet Jererh&hs-can
I not do this with the nation of Israel? "I am {hatter and you are the clay". But God doesn't hepe. Notice
verses seven to tetAt what instant | shall speak concerning a natiorand concerning a kingdom, to pluck
up, and to pull down, and to destroy it; If that tian, against whom | have pronounced, turn from tineavil,

I will repent of the evil that | thought to do untthem, And at what instant | shall speak concerniagnation,
and concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant if; it do evil in my sight, that it obey not my \a®, then |
will repent of the good, wherewith | said | wouldehefit them." This is not a theological message, we don't
have time necessarily to go into the fact that,é®&od change his mind?" but the simple answeiGs But
here we have clear biblical data that tell us, that choices of humanity matter and that Gods Haalso
concerned with the means as well as the end. Hg S&y say to a nation, I'm going to destroy yand you
repent, then | will not destroy you." Look at Nimdy Jonah preached the shortest on recorded histotty the
worst attitude any preacher has ever had, and théhleagreatest revival. "Go figure" —and it's atidzagain...
But he says, "yet forty days and | will destroy &lieh. Is God a liar? NO! And Jonah is really hopimaf it's
going to happen, because in chapter four —we oites stop at chapter three, because chapter founése the
real stuff comes. He's up on the cliff, watchingi®lieh, ready for the fire to fall... and it doesAihd Jonah’s
upset, he's disappointed. "God | knew it! | knewat tifi these people repent, God you're long suftgrand you
wouldn't destroy them and | was kind of gettingduteethe idea that they would be burned up... Tarey after
all, our mortal enemies." And God says, " Jonahalip Jonah... there are so many people in thatthay don't
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even know the difference between their right hand their left —and you have more compassion, yaukth
more about a plant, than you do about the soulsesf." And, he says in verses 9 and "10] say about a
kingdom, (and Israel would certainly be in view herethat | am going to build it, | am going to plan,it am
going to make it prosper, and it does evil in mgld," He says;then | will judge it."

Now, how can God ordain both the end and the meatisat end? How can God ordain what is going to
happen, yet not be the author of, or even the tengdtsin? How can God be sovereign, yet also artia
choices of men? And have those choices matternanpist here, but also in prayer? You can aslqthestion,
because in James he talks about Elijah and thené&athat came, and the drought —and he s&Jigah prayed,
and for three years the rain didn't fall'and you can ask the question, "Was it that Godtedathe rain to
stop?" or "Was it that Elijah prayed for the ranstop?" and the answer is, YES! And that doegninfour
brains, and that doesn't make us feel like we'tatgdl figured out, but that's the biblical texdod knows what
is going to happen, and it's not just a knowledgeif he knew the score of the game, and then ack and
watched the video tape of it. God knows what's goémhappen, because he's the one that ordaims@pen.
But he also has created us with will, and we haMe we have responsibility and we have choice. Avwad only
do we have choice, but God is going hold us resptanr our choices. How does that work? | don'ow, but
| cannot land on one side of the argument, to Xoéusion of the other, because God's Word doesn't.

So, as we wrap up then, this evening. Four quesabout this:
1) Are we willing to let God be God?

| think this debate touches a nerve, primarily lnseaof the proximity to us...| mean, as the pastantwe
through, there are a lot of things that we argusugband debate about, but they're external td b debate
raises so much emotion, and so much debate unétetyn instead of discussion —debate, by the wegks a
winner, discussion seeks the truth. But it raisesnsich emotion, because it has to do with us. Beitvae
willing to let God be God? | don't about you, blknbw from scripture, as well as from my own expede that
there was a point in time in my life, when | wasiifgears old (1982) where | heard a message ojdkpel of
Jesus Christ and | responded to it in faith. Aédinot feel coerced, and | did not feel like, "Wéay | walking
down the isle? | really don't want to do this +ajht, that didn't happen —I made a choice to actiepgospel
of Jesus Christ —but | also know, that had Godamatsen me, | never would have chosen him. Becayse m
nature is completely and totally sinful, and whatdnt, is the glorification of me. Not only thaytbeven after
God has saved me, | continue to act the way | tsextt, before | was saved. And | will submit tauyihis
evening, that if God’s will was not stronger thame) there's no way that one day | would be gledfiBut
Paul can say, "those that he called, he justifeietlared legally righteous, and all those thatdéwdated legally
righteous, are glorified” —past tense —done deawHan we say that? Because are any of us in h&e t
evening, are we perfect? No! "If any man says hesdwt sin, then he's a liar, and the truth of Godbot in
him" —we sin, even though we are saved. So whatiishope? Our hope is that God one day will do wWisat
has said that he will do. What about his natiomadk Israel today, as a nation ethnically Israek-God haters.
What does God say, he's going to take their hdatiooe and replace it with a heart of flesh. I'd&anow how
else you can get around the fact that God's gairmyérride; he's going to trump their will. I dokttow how
you can get around that. And the reason why we hape for God's chosen people, and hope for owgsglv
and hope for the future, is because God is in obatrd in charge of all things. But does that magkeobots?
Does it make us puppets? Does it make us fat&idhices it mean that we throw out all of the thimgs
scripture that talk about our belief? Talk about r@sponsibility? Talk about the things we musiadd that we
need to do? We looked even at our sanctificatiod,reow both, God does his part and we do ours iprahs
2:12 and 13- Back to back verses. We cannot denpitilical text, we are made in the image of God part
of that image is will. And to elevate God’s sovgrey to the exclusion of man’s will is unbiblicdlo elevate
man’s will to the exclusion of God’s sovereigntyaiso unbiblical. But are we willing to let god B®d? We
say that we believe in him, and yet in the one.arah! "That's a little too close to home and'thptoblematic
to me". God is in control of everything externaladurselves, he's also in control of us, becauseewetated,
and he's the Creator.



2) Are we willing to let the Bible speak for itself

To me, after... —and I'm only young, and very youmthe ministry, but in the amount of thing I'eidied
and looked at, | think this to me is one of the kpgyestions. You read those that argue for the sékbe
sovereignty of God, to the exclusion of the willro&n, and they change scripture, and that ist'stbayond
dangerous, all right, that's blasphemy! And yettlmother side, those that are proponents of thefaman,
they do the same thing with scripture about Godmsimg —they change what it says. And to me, the way
to do it is to say, "this is what scripture saytssays that both are true". How does that work8n'tcknow, but
that's what the Bible says.

3) Are we able to be Bib-logical and not just ladit

We like things to be logical, we like things to masense, we like things to work-out. But are wdinglto
allow the Bible to trump our logic? And believe ni@s is not easy... Because | stand before yosopally as
one who found himself on one side of this debatel-@od, through his mercy, and his grace, has shoen
what | believe is the truth. | used to be arrogaspecially about this issue. | used to believe khead it all
figured out, and | have come to realize that | da ham not God. And | do not understand how Gad be
sovereign and man responsible. | do not understowl God can determine things, and yet hold men
responsible for the choices that they make. | domderstand how that's going to work. | don't ustéerd how
that currently works. All | know is: that's what @Word says. And if we exclude either side, wesa®o our
own detriment and we are on very dangerous grouemt.question then...

4) Do we trust god? Really...?

Because | think when we see the biblical matevie,get a little nervous. And | don't know why wet ge
nervous. Because | don't know about the God thatsgove, but the God that | serve has his gloryrandbest
interest, always in mind. He is love. He is coneerabout his creation, so concerned that he serdrity son
to die to redeem it. That's the God that | serwe, latrust him. | don't have the answers, he daed, I'm Ok
with that. Let's look to the Lord in prayer thiseeing.

Father | thank you for your Word. | thank you fbetpatience of the people this evening Father. Aittigasy
material to work through. Father | thank you fouypatience with me, thank you for your grace aodry
mercy that you show. Father | do ask for your feegiess if | have made this material too difficEkther | also
ask for your forgiveness if | have caused more asioh than clarity. Father you know my heart and kow
that was not my intent. Father | pray, that outiréess believers in you, would always be to bédicaband not
just logical. Father may we not follow a human sgsbf reasoning and logic, and may we follow yowortlv
Father your Word leads us sometimes, to placesméatre not comfortable with. But Father | prayt tha
would understand that both sides of this equaaomtrue —You have made us in your image, you haaae us
to reflect you. We, of every other creature onglaaet, most closely represents and resemblesayaliF-ather,
part of that is our will, our ability to choose,i@ason. Father you created us that way. Why?'t @oaw. You
are the creator, we are the creation and Fatherchoviwo beings with will, coexist in the same @ngse? And
Father again, | do not know. But | do know thatmake choices, | do know that not only are we condadn
to pray, but that you hear our prayers, and yopaed to our prayers. Father we have seen thatrwatin own
body here at Northside. Father, | also take greatfort and confidence from the fact that it is yawrk, it is
your will, it is your way, and your plan. Fathergenally, as | desire to live the Christian lifésnow that you
are doing a work in me that | cannot do on my oang Father that is the only thing that gives me the
confidence, that one day | will be what you havid savill be, and | will bring full glory to you. &ther also, as
I go about the challenge, of evangelism and disstup, | have full confidence and full comfort iretfact, that
you are at work in the hearts, wills and mindghafse that | come into contact with, and Fathéhatend of
the day, while | am responsible for how | shareryéord, it is not my eloquency, but it is the warkyou
Holy Spirit. Father | pray, that as we leave héis évening, that we would have great confidenckgrpat
comfort —we would also be encouraged that we meistidout your will and your way. We must be faitttul
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do the things that you have called us to do, becthese means are that which by, you will accomplaur
ends. Father help us to trust in you, help usttgda be you. Help us to trust your Word, allowoitspeak for
itself, and help us to do your work as long as gthow us to do so. We love you Father, change uprag, in

Jesus name, Amen.
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